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THE BRIGHT SCHOOL

Rising 5™ Grade
Reading Requirements and Recommendations

Two Required Books:

1. Behind Rebel Lines by Seymour Reit
*Please see attached Guide Sheet for this book.
2. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

Discussions and activities for both books will take place at the beginning of the school year.

Two Books of Your Choice:

Your other two books can be books of your choice on your reading level. If you
are looking for something new, some suggested series, authors, and genres are

listed below.
Recommended Recommended Recommended
Series Authors Genres
Julie of the Wolves National Geographic Kids Poetry

by Jean Craighead George

Percy Jackson and the Olympian

by Rick Riodan

The Land of Stories
by Chris Colfer

The Shadow Children and The
Missing Series
by Margaret Peterson Haddix

Harry Potter Series
by J K Rowling

Dear America

Theodore Boone
by John Grisham

Michael Morpurgo

Mike Lupica

Sheila Turnage

Mildred Taylor

Jerry Spinelli

Avi

Any nonfiction book of interest

Any Great Illustrated Classics
Abridged Novel

Historical Fiction
Realistic Fiction
Mystery

Fantasy
Biography
Autobiography
Non Fiction

Science Fiction

Record all books you read on your Summer Reading Log!
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Behind Rebel Lines
By Seymour Reit

SEYMOUR RELT

Important Note to Parents and Students:

This may not be a novel that your child needs to read completely independently.
You may want to do routine check-ins or read it with them. There is no project
associated with this. All discussions will be done in class when we return to
school in August. Please feel free to email me over the summer with any
questions you may have: baustin@brightschool.com.

Our fifth grade curriculum includes four historical events: The Civil War,
Reconstruction, World War [, and World War Il. An introduction to each of these
time periods will be provided for students and information will be presented
through various mediums, such as novels. It is important for students to learn the
skill of perspective, so many of the novels we read in fifth grade show opposing
points of view. For example, Behind Rebel Lines is told from a Northern
perspective during the Civil War. It is based on the true- life character of Emma
Edmonds, a woman so desperate to be a part of something she believed in that
she disguised herself as a man in order to fight.

| encourage students to read the book carefully. It can be somewhat confusing at
times because her disguises change throughout the novel. | have included a flow
chart to show you the different characters Emma plays. Stop and ask yourself as
you read, “Who was that about or what character is Emma playing now?” and
“What is going on?” If you are confused or can’t answer these questions, it is a
good idea to reread.

| absolutely love this book and the lessons it teaches. It will be worth the extra
time and effort it may take to read.

Happy Summer Reading!

Mrs. Austin
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Introducing Two NEW Tools for Rising 3-5™ Graders!

Students will receive login information and learn how to use this online program during

the month of May. Here is a sneak-peek of what DreamBox will provide.

d dreambox

LEARNING

00eC

DreamBox Learning Math is an online K-8 math program designed to meet students
where they are and strengthen fundamental math skills.

Meets Every Child at Appropriate Skill Level!

Driven by Intelligent Adaptive Learning™
technology, DreamBox adapts to students’ actions
to meet them at the right level-with personalized
instruction that promotes student decision making
and strategy development.

Makes Math Relevant and Closes Skill Gaps!

An engaging, game-like environment motivates
students to progress and achieve success!
DreamBox promotes student growth and deepens
conceptual understanding by encouraging different
pathways to solving problems.

The Bright School Library has purchased a membership for Learning Ally. It is the
world's largest provider of audio fextbooks and literature. Our membership includes
unlimited access to a library of over 80,000 human-narrated audiobooks, including
popular fiction, nonfiction titles, and textbooks.

\E

Learning Ally )) ((

Making reading accessible for all.

”"\W i
RUER gy 106E R

Audiobooks help children learn to enjoy literature and build a diverse knowledge base.
This powerful tool improves reading comprehension, boosts confidence, and helps foster
motivation and a natural love of stories.

How to Sign Up Technology Friendly

Use Learning Ally applications to easily
download books to your Apple or Android
smartphones and tablets, PC or Mac computers,
Chromebooks or other devices.

If your child would like to utilize our Learning
Ally subscription, please email Ms. Oakes at
eoakes(@brightschool.com. She will provide
your child with a username and password.
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